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Origin 
‘Afterwards’ was prepared as the final step of the final project of Creative Strategies 2. With 
the closure of the Fine Arts degree this was to be the last project offering of its kind and 
conceived  fully cognizant of the poignant moment of ‘creative strategies’ passing into history. 
Hence the ‘what happens next?’ of the ‘afterwords…afterwards…’ title. The verbosity of many 
of the creative strategies projects over the years, their often tortuous and convoluted use of 
language: dense with words, the title was suggestive of what might happen next once the 
‘word supply’ was switched off. This then was a deliberately ‘wordy’ project but forced through 
the mincer of incoherence through the vagary of a chance system. 

Premise 
I had recently come across an impressive short story written by David Brooks entitled 
‘Gauguin’s Dream’ (from the collection “Black Sea”). I decided to ‘unscramble’ the word 
sequence into an alphabetical order and in doing so render the story incomprehensible. This 
alphabet of “Gauguin’s Dream” was issued to all students as AfterwordZ. At the introductory 
briefing I recited AfterwordZ (a rapid reading that took around 10 minutes). Whilst the reading 
was taking place I showed a screening of a classic documentary on Trobriand Cricket (as a 
silent movie without the audio) to further confuse people. 

The directive was quite straightforward. Each student was to script a 50 word proposal, from 
a limited prescribed word pool taken from AfterwordZ based on the letters that comprised 
their surname. Hence if their name was SMITH they could use any of the S, M, I, T or H 
words listed in AfterwordZ to select from in compiling their proposal. The proposal itself also 
required to be written alphabetically, enforcing further its incoherence. They were then free to 
engage with this ‘proposal’ in what ever way they wanted to. At the presentations the 
outcomes were viewed and the 50 word ‘proposals’ read out. 

afterwords…afterwards… 

AfterwordZ is an alphabetical reordering of a short story by David Brooks entitled 
“Gauguin’s Dream”, taken from his collection of short stories “Black Sea” (1997). 
The story was chosen randomly and the story itself is inconsequential. 

AfterwordZ comprises all of the 1517 words of the original story re-sequenced from 
A-Z. 

You are required to work with prescribed selections from this text. 

The letters of your surname determines the selection. 



For example if your surname is “Smith” your selection will comprise the following, in 
the following sequence: 

Sand satisfaction say see seems seen sense separated separated separating series set several she shadows 
shadows sheer side simple simply simulacrum simulacrum sit sleeping smouldering so so so so so so so so so 
so so so so so so so some some some somehow somehow something something something something 
something something something something something something something somethings soon sort sort sort 
spaces spoken stand standing start strange strangeness stroke subject succeeded succeeded such such 
supposedly surface suspended system system systems systems systems. 

Made make make making making making making making man match may might might might might might 
mind mind mind mind mind missing missing moment moment more morning mountain move moved much 
multiplicity must must must mystery mysterious mystified. 

I if if if if if if if if if illusion image images imagined imagined imitation impossible in in in in in in in in in in 
in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in incomplete inconceivable 
indisputably ineffable ineffably ineluctable ineluctably inexplicable intensity into invention invention 
invention inventions is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is it it it 
it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it its its its its its itself itself itself 
itself itself. 

Tahitian Tahitian taken than that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that 
that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that 
that the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the 
the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the 
the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the their their their them 
them them them them themselves then then theories there there there there these these these these these these 
these they they thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing  things things think 
think thinks third this this this this this this this this this this this this this this this this this this this this thought 
thought thought thought thoughts thoughts thus time time tired to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to 
to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to too touch touch touched trace tray truth 
trying two. 

Had had had had hands hands happens has has has has has has has has has has has has has has has has has has 
has has has has haunting have have have have have have have have have have have have have have have have 
have have have have have have he he he he he he he he he he he he he he he he he he he he he hide him him 
him him him him himself his his his his his his his his his his hold homage horizon horizon hungry hydraulics 
hypothesised. 

Create a project derived only from those words that the letters of your surname 
allow. Your proposal should be written alphabetically and be precisely 50 words 
in length. Your proposal may not necessarily make total ‘sense’ but should make 
enough ‘sense’ to be as meaningful as a Trobriand cricket match. 

A  f  t  e  r  w  o  r  d  Z 
A a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a about above 
absorbed abstract abstract acceptable addition adequate adequately 
admitting afire afresh after after again again against all all all all all all all all all 
alone almost almost almost almost  already also also also also although 
although always always always always always amongst an an an an an an 
and and and and and and and and and and and and and and and and and 
and and and and and and and and and and and and another antimonies 
anything apart approached are arose art art art artifice artist as as as as as as 
as as as as as as at at at at at attempt attempt any any. 

Be be be be be be be be be be be be be be be bear beaches because 
because because because because because because because because 
because become become becomes becomes been been been been been 
been been been been before before begin behind being being being being 
being being best beyond beyond beyond beyond beyond bolts book book 



book borders breasts bridge bridge bright brought browny brush but but but 
but but but but but but butt by. 

Call called calls can can can can can can can can can can can can can 
cannot cannot capture carries case casting catalyst catastrophe causal 
certain clear clear clearly coming commence commences completed 
completion confirms connect continuing continuous contrived convince 
corners could could could could course create create crossed culmination. 

Dark day day day deduce deep deeper deeper deny desire desire desire 
desire desire desire despite did did different different different directs distant 
distillation do do do do do do does does does doing doing doing doing done 
don’t down dream dream dream dream dream dream dream dream dream 
dream dream dream dream dream dream dreaming dreaming dreaming 
dreaming dreaming dreaming dreams. 

Each edge else elusive elusive emerged empty encounter encounter end end 
endeavour endeavour enough enter entering enticing eternal ever every every 
even even even evidence evidently except exhausted exist exist exist exist 
existence existence existence existence exists exists expelled experience 
experienced explain explained explained explains explanation explanation 
explanations exquisite eyes. 

Face fact fact factors failure failure failure famous far far far feet fetish find 
finished first first flavour for for for for for for for for for forest form found found 
front from from from from from from from from from from from from from from 
from fruit fruit fruit full further further future. 

Gauguin Gauguin Gauguin Gauguin Gauguin ghostly give gleaming glowing 
glues go gone gravid green gulf. 

Had had had had hands hands happens has has has has has has has has 
has has has has has has has has has has has has has has haunting have 
have have have have have have have have have have have have have have 
have have have have have have have he he he he he he he he he he he he 
he he he he he he he he he hide him him him him him him himself his his his 
his his his his his his his hold homage horizon horizon hungry hydraulics 
hypothesised. 

I if if if if if if if if if illusion image images imagined imagined imitation 
impossible in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in in 
in in in in in in in in in in in in in incomplete inconceivable indisputably ineffable 
ineffably ineluctable ineluctably inexplicable intensity into invention invention 
invention inventions is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is is 
is is is is is is is is is is is is it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it 
it it it it it it it it it it it it it its its its its its itself itself itself itself itself. 

Jungle just just just just just just just just just just. 

Kind kind knife know knows knows. 

Labour labyrinthine language last last laughably leave left legs lemons less lie 
life life limit link live live live live longer lustre. 



Made make make making making making making making man match may 
might might might might might mind mind mind mind mind missing missing 
moment moment more morning mountain move moved much multiplicity must 
must must mystery mysterious mystified. 

Nails nature necessary necessary need never never never never never never 
never never never next night night no no no no no not not not not not not not 
not not not not not now now now nowhere numerous. 

Of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of 
of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of of offering 
often on once once once one one one one one one only only only only only 
only only or or or or or or or or or or or or or or or or or or order order order 
order orders orders original other other other other others our our our our our 
our our our our our our  ourselves ourselves ourselves ourselves out out out 
outrageous over-reach own. 

Paint painted painting painting painting painting painting painting painting 
painting painting painting painting painting painting paradox part particular 
past patch perfect perhaps perhaps perhaps perhaps philosophers piece 
pieces place place plate point point point point possible possibility possibly 
pre-existence present present present present present present presumption 
promise promise propels propinquities prove provide pursuit pursuit pushing 
pushing put. 

Quality question quintessence quite. 

Reach reached reached reached reached reaching reaching realise realised 
really realm reason red redundant register repeating represents ripe run. 

Sand satisfaction say see seems seen sense separated separated separating 
series set several she shadows shadows sheer side simple simply 
simulacrum simulacrum sit sleeping smouldering so so so so so so so so so 
so so so so so so so some some some somehow somehow something 
something something something something something something something 
something something something somethings soon sort sort sort spaces 
spoken stand standing start strange strangeness stroke subject succeeded 
succeeded such such supposedly surface suspended system system systems 
systems systems. 

Tahitian Tahitian taken than that that that that that that that that that that that 
that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that 
that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that that the the 
the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the 
the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the 
the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the 
the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the the 
the their their their them them them them them themselves then then theories 
there there there there these these these these these these these they they 
thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing thing  
things things think think thinks third this this this this this this this this this this 
this this this this this this this this this this thought thought thought thought 



thoughts thoughts thus time time tired to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to 
to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to too 
touch touch touched trace tray truth trying two. 

Uncompleteability understanding untenable until upon upon upon upon upon 
us us us used. 

Very very very. 

Wake waking walking wanted was was washing way we we we we we we we 
we we we we we we we we we we we we we we we we we we we we we we 
we we we we we we we weeks weeping weeping were what what what what 
what what what what what when when when where where where where 
where whether whether which which which which which which which which 
which which which whom why will wish wish wished with with with with with 
with with within women women women wonderful world work work work work 
works would would would write writer writing written. 

Yet yet yet yet yet yet you you you you you you your your.  
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